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THE OPERATIONS OF THE FIRST UNITED STATES
ARMY IN THE ST. LO BREAKTHROUGH, 25 JULY
1944 to 1 AUGUST 1944
(NORTHERN FRANCE CAMPAIGN)

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTION

This monogreph covers the operations of the First ﬁnited
States Army under the command of Lt. Gen. Omar N, Bradley,
during the period 25 July to 1 August 1944, This operation,
now known to the world as "The St. Lo Breakthrough" was one
of the mejor stepping-stones into the heart of Germany.

To properly orlent the reader, it ﬁill be necessary to
review brlefly the events which led up to this great moment
in history. ' ‘

Advance elements of THE FIRST UNITED STATES ARMY arrived
in. the UNITED KINGDOM late in September 1943, where in LONDON
they were briefed on the ﬁlan for OVERLORD, the lnvasion of-
EUROPE., On the 8th of October 1943, they were joined by a
battle~hardened contingent from the II Corps in SICILY,., Head-~
quarters FIRST ARMY arrived from the United Statea on the 19th
of October. The Command Post of THE FIRST ARMY opened at
CLIFTON COLILEGE, BRISTOL, ENGLAND, tha next day. (1)

First Army'went to work on thelr plans. Members of the
Genseral Staff went to LONDON to coordlnate with GEN. MONT=-

- GOMERY'S 218T ARMY GROUP, Night snd day British and Amerlicen
military minds workling together planned the detalls for the
in#asion of NORMANDY, PFrom thls Jolnlng of handa was formulat-

AT) &-1, p. 13, Persona) knowledge
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ed the WINITIAL JOINT PLAN" which asslgned First Army the mis-
gion of "an assault upon the contiﬁent to secure a lbdgemant
area for further operations by a general holding action to the
south‘and the capture of CHERBOURG to the north by troops of
the First United States Army. (2)

Months of nerve-wracking, back breaking work followed.
Training was Iintense and realistic. - Bpace was a difficult pro=-
blem ln crowded BRITAIN, but by careful coordinatlion and the
use of every conceivable area, sll unlts scheduled to assault
the contlnent, no matter what thelr previcus training or ex-
perience were put through renge, combat and amphibious assault
problems. "It is doubtful if any force has ever gone into
battle with such repeated and recent firing tralning as the
First Army had prior to the assault “on the beaches of NORMANDY,"
(3) | ‘

The steel thus tempered was soon to be put to the test.

Early in the morning of the 6th of June, First Army's
fighting divisions assaulted HITLER'S ATLANTIC WALL. Intense
NAVAL end AERIAL bombardment pounded the beaches in front of
the assaulting doughboys. The greatest amphiblous asseult in
history weas launched,.

‘The American V Corps under the commend of MAJ. GEN.
LEQONARD GEROW with the lst and 29th Infantry Divisions rein-
fofced by the 2nd and 5th Ranger Battellions and asslsted by the
5th and 6th Engineer Special Brigades landed on the left at
OMAHA BEACH. (4)

The Amerlcen VII Corps commanded by Maj. Gen., J. Lawton
Collins (now Army Chief of Staff) with the 4th Infantry Divie

(2] A-1, p. 26, Personal knowledge
(5) A-l., Pe 19
(4) A-2, p. 17
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sion reinforced by the 359th RCT of the 90th Infantry Division
snd assslsted by the lst Engineer Special Brigade assaulted UTAH
BEACH to the right., VII Corps' 82nd snd 10lst Alirborne Divi-
alons landed by parachute and glider in tpe STE MERE EGLISE-
CARENTAN area to strike the enemys rear. (See Map &) (5)
| The enemy resisted stubbornly, exacting a heavy toll for
every 1nch of ground. For 2 while the l1ssue was in doubt but
soon, fighting spirit, thorough training and spirited leader=-
ship began to tell. Slowly but surely the doughboys fought the
Nazl back through the swamps snd hedgerows.

More: and more troops and equipment poured over the beaches
and took their place in the llne while the Air Forces pounded
the enemy from above. The Atlantlc Waell had'begun to crumble.
(6) |

While the Alr Forces pounded the enemy's rear from sbove,
on the ground the French Forces of the Interior (F.F.I.) har=-
rasged the enem§'blow1ng up bridges end disrupting communice-
tions. (7)

On 10 June, the two beachheads had been joined at the
estuary in the vicinlty of CARENTAN. (8)

Genersl Collins knifed his VII Corps across the Cherbourg
' Peninsula to BARNEVILDE, wheeled to the right and on the 26th
of June, just 20 days after npw Day took the all-importent
port of CHERBOURG. (See Map A) After mopping-up operations
were completed, VII Corps then joined the slow and costly
struggle to drive the enemy from the COTENTIN Peninsula. (9)

The byild-up continued. Division after division came

ashore to Join battle. New troops were commltted as soon as

3

A"g, Poe 17

A"a’ pt 18, 19

A~2, p. 19; A-6, p. 26

A-1, p. &3; A-2, p., 19

A-l, p. 693 A-2, p. 20; A~6, p. 32
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o ®
space became avallable. Constant pressure pushed the enemy
back until on 20 July the First Army front had been extended
from CAUMONT through ST, LO across the Peninsula to the coast
in the vicinlty of LESSAY. (10) (See Map A4)

The capture of ST. LO was a magnificent feat. The Nazl
fought fanatically,kag;;erately to hold that all-importent road
and rall center. Siltuated on the upper reaches of the VIRE
RIVER 1t was as important to ouf future operations as it was
to the enemy. (11)

With the cepture of ST. LO, the First Army had completed
its first mission. The beachhead had been sedured, CHERBOURG
was taken and the lodgement area for future operationa had
been established. Now "only the favorable moment was awalted
for the concerted effort to smash out of the bridgehead and
transform the battle of Normandy into the battle of France'.

(12)

TERRAIN ANALYSIS (See Map B)

The area south and west of ST. LO where this sction takes
place is characterized by rough, hilly terraein, better suited
for the defense than offense.

There 1s generally high ground along the CAUMONT, ST. LO,
GOUTANCﬁ'line which is drained to the north by the VIRE, TER=-
RETTE, TAUTE and SEVES Rivers end generally to the east by the
SEINNE, SEE, AY and SELUNE.
| An excellent roadnet centering in ST, LO connects the
towns of CAUMONT, ST. LO, COUTANCES, PERIERS, LESSAY, GRANVILLE,
| AVRANCHES, VIRE and MORTAIN. The double track railrosd which
(10} £&<2, p. 20

(11) A-7, p. 126
(12) A-4, p. 281; A-6, p. 32




runs south~east from CARENTAN comnects ST. LO with the port
cltiea of LESSAY, COUTANCES, GRANVILLE snd AVRANCHES.

The oritical terrain features of the battle area are as
follows: _

a. THE COUTANCES, ST. LO CAUMONT Ridge lines,.

b. The communications centers at COUTANCES and VIRE,

¢c. The port of GRANVILLE and the clty of AVRANCHES at
the mouth of the SEE and SELUNE RIVERS.

THE PLAN -- OPERATION COBRA

Recognizing the need for a smashing attack to bresk
thrpugh the German defensive line, General Bradley conceived
s plan, completed on 3 July named eppropriately "COBRA". (13)

The plan, dlvided into three phases was to hit the ene-
my's lines on an extremely narrow front with the massed VII
Corps Jjust south-west of ST. LO. With VII Corps making the
maln effort, the V, VIII end XIX Corps were to attack with in-
creasing pressure along the entlire front to malntain contact

‘with the retreating enemy which ﬁould prevent him from dlsen-
gaging. The attack was to be smccompanled by a series of diver-
sionary attacks by the British in the CAEN sector. (14)

Phase one included an intense aerlal bombardment by heavy,
medium end fighter bombers combined wlth massed artillery fol-
lowed by the concentrated attack on a 6000 yard front by the
4th, 9th and 30th Dlvislons. These divigions would open & hole
in the enemy lines and then fan out to hold open the flanks.
(18)

Phase two would see two armored and one motorized infantry
TI3) A-1, p. 97; £-2, p. 20

"(14) A-1, p. 96-98
(15) A-1, p. 96-98




division pass through the penetrations for the exploitation.
Phase three would be the consolidation and follow=-up of
any gains and the pursuit of the enemy. (16)
By this time, First Army had been bullt up to 13 Divi-
slons assigned to‘four‘corps as follows:
V CORPS
2nd Infantry Diviasion
5th Infantry Division
VII CORPS
lst Infantry Divlision
9th Infantry Division
30th Infentry Division
4th Infantry Division
VIII CORPS
8th Infantry Divislon
79th Infantry Division
83rd Infantry Division
90th Infantry Division
4th Infantry Division
XIX CORPS
29th Infantry Division
35th Infantry Division
The locatlons of these divisions together wlth those of

the enemy are shown on Map C., (17)

THE ENEMY SITUATION

The tactics of the German Goﬁmanders followed the ex-

pected pattern and coincided perfectly with Gen. Bradley's

(16 A-2, p. 20; A-3, p. 102; A-5, p. 16
(17) A-1, p. 84



estimate of the situatlon. BSince they hed falled to drive
the Allles beck into the sea as they had loudly predicted,
they now‘were faced with a vexing dilemma. (18)

There were two courses of action now left open to the
Germen commanders. One would be to withdraw to the SEINE Riv-
er line and the other to try and hold the 80 mile front in
NORMANDY. (19)

The defense of the SEINE Rlver line would probably be the
easlier since the Germans could then place a major obstacle bhe-
tween them and the Alllied Forcea. But this would mean gacri-
flcing all of southern and western Frence to the Allies and
would afford the Allies sdditlional edvance bases from which
they could launch both air and leand assaults. (20)

The Normendy front was shorter and enchored on both sides
by the sea. Holding this line would allow the Germans the best
economy of force and the slim possibility of massing sufficilent
forces to counterattack and drive the Allles back into the sea.
(1)

The Nazls ran true to form and chose the Normandy defenae
line. Thus he sealed his doom. The Allies, expecting such a
move poured on the pressure.

The Allled ground forces attacked him relentlessly and
from the air, the IX Tac. Alr Force gave him a terrible pound-
ing. He was pilnned down unable to move one way or another,
(22)

The Germans were desperately trylng to mass at least as
muich strength as the Americans and British but the constant
threat of other amphiblous assaults forced them to hold back

(18) A-4, p. 281
(19) A-4, p. 282
(20) 4A-4, p. 281
(21) A-1, p. 112; A-4, p. 281, 282
(22) A~1, p. 112; 4&-4, p. 281, 282
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both coastal defense and "moblile" reserve troops. (23)

Ever Iincreasing pressure on the ground and in the alr
kept the Germans off balance. Day by day his 1life=blood ebbed
awey. His supply lines were cracking. Losses in both men and
materiel far exceeded replacements. (24)

To dete, German losses had exceeded 160,000 men, 400 tanks
and sbout 2,500 vehicles. Eleven general officers had elther
been killed, dismissed or captured. The situation was so des-
perate that replacements had to be commlitted as they were re-
ceived, never in sufficlent numbers to throw the balance iIn his
favor. (25).

By 25_July, enemy forces facing the Flrst Army ammounted
to 12 much depleted divisions, one additional division en route

from Brittany end a few miscellaneous non-dlvisional unlts.

(See Map C) (26)

GERMAN DIVISIONS FACING FIRST ARMY == 25 JULY

243rd Infantry Division
91st Infentry Divislon
563rd, Infantry Dlvision
.5th Parachute Division
265th Infantry Division
Vﬁth Infantry Division
17th S. 8. Panzer Grenadier Division
275th Infentry Division
130th Panzer Lehr Division
266th Infantry Division
3rd Parachute Division

2nd 8. 8, Panzer Division

12%] 4A-1, p. 112; A-4, p. 281, 282
(24) A-4, p. 282
(256) 4&=7, p. 127
(26) 4~1, p. 113
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2nd Panzer Division (not yet committed but
moving from Britteny towards ST. MALO. (27)

The morale of the German troops was at a low ebb, caused

principly by the abortive "PUTSCH" of the field marshals agesinst

E‘HITLER, the fallure of the Luftwaffe and the fallure of the much

vaunted secret weapons. The overwhelming superiority of Allied
arms and squlpment further depressed the German fighter. In

splte of this the German soldier fought fiercely and courageous-

. ly. (28)

NARRATION (See Map D)

PHASE ONE -~ PENETRATION

Originally, the date for "COBRA" had been set for the
18th of July but had to be postponed because of bad weather.
A second date, the 24th of July was then chosen but agein
overcast skiles forced a change in date.

This second delay was dedided upon too late to stop part
of the alr preparation. Heavy bombers from distent bases 1in
England hit the target ares with almost two thousand tons of
bombs before they could be diverted. TFortunately our troops
had been wlthdrewn to pfepared positions out of the danger
area., (29)

There were both good and bad results from thls premsture
bombing. The enemy, thinking that the main attack was about
to be launchsed, opened up with his artlllery reveallng his
primary positions. This helped our countsrbattery in silenc-

ing the enemy. On the bad side, some of the surprise which

(B7) A-L, p. 11%
(28) A-l, p. 112
(20) A-1, p. 99; A-5, p. 19
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our attack should have had was lost. (30)

The morning of the 25th of July dawned bright and clear.
The signel was given and the attack was on., (31)

Cur front line troops withdrew about 1200 yards from the
Impact area according to plen, and at 0940 hours, flfteen
groups of fighter-bombers raced 1n to strike a 300 yard strip
along the PERIERS~ST. 30 road with 200 tons of bombs. The
heavies and mediums followed pouiing almost 5000 tons of bombs
on an area 6000 yards wide and 2500 yards deep. (32) The in-
fentry moved out to the attack at 1100 hours. (33) (See Map
D)

A shifting of the wind caused the dust and smoke from the
bombs to obscure the target panels. ZLack of communications
between the Ground Commanders end the attacking heavy bomber
groups resulted in some of the bombs falling on our front lines
Inflicting heevy casualties among some of the assault battal-
iong. Even some artillery positlons received direct hits.
Those units most heavily hlt werse replaced by fresh troops so
qulckly that less than two hours was lost before the attack was
launched. (34)

Tragedy struck our forces when these mlsdirected bomba
fell., In addition to the casualties among our battalions,

Gen., Leslle McNeir, one of our ablest leaders was killed while
observing the attack from a front line observation post. (35)

Surprisingly tough reslstance was met all along the front

but thanks to the aggressive splrlt of the infantry, the attack

(30) A-l, p. 99; &-5, p. 19

(31) Persenal knowledge

(32) A-l’ pl 98, 99; A-s, po 18’ 19

(33) A-1, p. 993 &=5, p. 19

(34) A-1, p. 99; A=-5, p. 19; A4~3, p. 103
(35) A-6, p. 37; Personal knowledge
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pushed on and by the end of the first day, VII Corps troops
were four miles into the enemy lines. (36) |

The effects of this first attempt at carpet bombing in
direct support of combat troops by combined air‘forces was
studied carefully. It was found that surprisingly few cas-
ualties had been infllcted 5ut the shock effect on the German
troops was terrific, Dazéd and stunned prisoners of war spoke
freelyiof leaders who deserted them, of compléte fallure of all
communications and of weapons that had to be dug out of the
dirt and clesned before being usable. (37)

The alr attack was unceasing throughout ﬁhe attack. Fly-
ing armed reconnalassance mlgslions, IX Tac Alr Force continued
to attack targets of opportunity in front of the advancing
doughboys. (38)

PHASE TWO ... EXPLOLTATION

With the coming of daylight the next day, 1t was evident
that the enemy's maln battle poslitions hed been broken. Gen-
ersl Bradley knew that now was the time to deliver his kmock-
out punch.

"He gave the word snd two armored columms passed through
the assault infantry hitting the enemy before positions could
be strengthened. (39)

The wisdom of this action was immedlately apparent. The
shock was too great for the stubbornly defending Germans end
by nightfall the armored columns had stormed and seized MARIGNY

, (36) A-I, p. 99 -

(37) A-1, p. 99; A=5, p. 19; A-3, p. 103; Personal know-
ledge :

(38) Personal knowledge

(39) 4a-1, p. 100; A~B, p. 19, 20; A~-4, p. 285
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rolled over ST. GILLES and was south of CANISY. (40)

On the ééth of July, the V and VIII Corps had jolned the
attack according to plan sdvancing against moderste to stiff
reslstance and by the end of the déy VIII Corps had establlish-
ed a bridgehesd across the SEVES and had selzed the town of
LONGUET. (41)

w Mesnwhile V Corps was having tough going. Although sup-
ported by both British and American artillery the advance was
slow., Their advance wag limited to between two and three
thousand yards. (42)

During thils period of the fighting it was becoming in--
creasingly apparent that there had been some weak spots in our
training-principly a lack of combined Infentry-Tank tectics.
Most infantry commanders did not know how to use the tanks
which were attached to thelr unlits. Many unnecessary lives
were lost while commanders used trial end error methods of
infantry-tank teem tactics. (43)

?here wag also a tendency, not too wideapread‘but none
the 1gg§:g¥2dent that many units lacked the aggressive spirit
80 necessary to success in battle. Many Junior leaders had
to be constantly prodded to keep going and not to depend on
the supporting ertillery to do thelr fighting for them. There
were, of course, many exceptlons, units that possessed that
fighting spirit from the start and never lost the initiative.
(44)

The slow fighting before ST. LO and the lightning thrusts
of the breakthrough were putting our whole concept of training
to the test.

(407 A-1, p. 1003 A-B, p. 20

(41) A-1, p. 100

(42) A-1l, p. 100

(43) A-1, p. 117 .

(44) A-1, p. 117 )
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By the 27th, the crlsis had been reached--the day of de-
cision was at haﬁd. Faced wlth destructlon, the enemy start-
ed withdrawing his forces all along the VIII Corps front. All
that kept this retrest from turning into a rout was a care-
ful, well directed delaying procedure featuring mortar and
artlllery fires and an intense program of minlng, booby-trap-
plng end demolition. In many places our forces lost contact
wlth the retreating enemy. The pursult was slowed sufficlently
g0 that the eneny was able to extricate most of hls forces,

The enemy did not escape entlrely, our forces gquickly rebullt
the blown bridges and cleared the mines. Overhead, the Thunderw
bolts found a dream come true, enemy columns choked the roads
some times three abresst and were destroyed slmost et will,

(45)

The VILII Corps succeeded 1n crossing the TAUTE River end
by 2200 hours had captured the towna of PERIERS and LESSAY.
(46)

VII Corps then committed the remainder of its exploita-~
tion forces attacking generally in a westerly direction. Mean-
while, other elements of the Corps fought to wilden the pene-.
tration, mopped up by-passed enemy units, end advanced to with-
- in two miles of CQUTANCES where the Germans fought desperéte-
ly to hold open an escape corridor for lts retreating forces.
(47)

Generél Bradley then changed the boundary between the V
and XIX Corps, shifting 1t west of the VIRE River shifting

operational control of the 30th Dlvislon and elements of the

(45) B-1, p. 102; A-4, p. 2863 A-5, p. 20
(46) A=-1, p. 102
(47) A=1, p. 102; A=-5, p. 20
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2nd Armored to the XIX Corps to allow that corps to assume
responalbility for part of the maln effort. (48)

Elements of the XIX advanced and took HILL 101 (See Map
B} from which the enemy had been directing ;ftillery fire into
87T, LO for the past 10 days. (49)

During the day V Corps fought ageinst stubborn enemy re-

glstance and made some short galnsl

The 28th of July saw the fall of COUTANCE and the meeting
up of elements of the VIII and VII Corps. The cavelry recon-
naissance screen of the VIII Corps had reached the SEINNE. (50)

| Mederate sdvances were made all along the Army front and
at the end of the day 1t was obvlious that orgenized enemy re-
sistance west of the VIRE had collapsed. So that he could
best take advantage of this, General Bradley changed the bound-
arles between the VII and VIII Corps. VII Corps was to shift
the direction of attack and push to the south. VIII Corps was
glven the job of driving south along the sea coast towards
AVRANCHES. (51)

The main portion of OPERATION COBEA had been completed,
however, 1t was imperative that the enemy not be allowed to
disengage and establlsh new defensive lines hinged at the sea
at AVRANCHES. (52)

Success was within reach. The only hope left to the Ger-
mens was to hold AVRANCHES. Gen. Bradley therefore, directed
"all Corps to maintain unrelenting pressure--that the enemy

~ would be given no opportunity to re-group his forces', (53)

48] A-1, p. 102

49) A-1, p. 102

(50) A-1, p. 104

(51) A~1, p. 104; A-5, p. 20
(52) A=4, p. 286

(53) A=1, p. 106
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Meanwhile the Tactical Alr Forces képt pounding the enemy
from above, straffing hils stalled columns, bombing road centers
and generélly caused confusion and destruction emong the enemy.

Close coordination between the armored columns and the E
tacticel ailr was assured by exchange of ground end alr officers,
the installetion of very high frequency radios in the tanks
which could reach the alrcraft directly and the use of colored
panels on the lead vehicles in the armored columns. (54)

Successful interdiction of key cross~rosds was accompllshe
ed by the dropping of bombs during daylight, timed s0 as to
explode during the hours of darkness. ({55)

~ The 29th of July saw the VIIT Corps meke more brilliant
advances they forced a crossing of the SEINNE and fought on to
CERENCES on the AVRANCHES roed. (56)

The VII Corps continued to ettack, moving west as far as
COURCY, south along the SEINNE and established a line slong
the CERENCES Highwey. Mopping up continued as meny disorgeniz-
ed, leaderless enemy unlts surrendered. (57)

XIX Corps attacking TESSY ran intc fanatlcal resistance
which bogged down the attack in that area but on the right
the Corps was able to fight through to VIELEBAUDON snd Joined
up with VII Corps 1In the viclnity of PERGY. (58)

V Corps aefter edvancing agalnst surprisingly light re-
gletance south of 5T. LQ waa stopped cold by well organized
defenses held by a determined enemy in the vicinity of TORIGNY-
'SUR-VIRE. (59)

(64)  A-L, p. 106
(55) 4A~1, p. 106
(66) &a-1, p. 107
(57) A-1, p. 107
(58) A-1, p. 107
(59) 4=1, p. 107
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The next day VIII Corps raced past GRANVILLE, crossed
the SEINNE and by 2000 hours advance elements were in the cilty
of AVRANCHES. (60) |

VII Corps spent the day In consolidating their gelns,
mopping up dangerous pockets of resistence and made minor ad-
vences at GAVRAY. (61)

V Corpa fought ageinst savage reslstance but was able to
cross the CAUMONT-TORIGNY Road. (62)

The XIX Corps again attack?d TESSY but was unable to'crack
the determined enemy. Much of the day was spent werding off
enemy counterattacks. (63)

GRANVILLE fell to the VIII Corps on the 3lst of July.

The corps then turned 1ts attention to clearing the ares around
AVRANCHES and strengthening the SELUNE River crossing. (64)

The VII Corps mesnwhlle resumed 1ts attack to the south,
selzed CAV§§¥ and sent its columns racing to the SEE where it
managedh;'crossing and by nightfell was south of BRECEY. (65)

The XIX Corps met with such savage resistance that gains
hed to be measured in hundreds of yards. (66)

Meanwhlle the V Corps was having better luck and mansaged
to také TORIGNY only tc be stopped sbout 2000 yards beyond the
town. (67) |

PHASE THREE ... CONSOLIDATION

The next day, 1 August saw the wind-up of CCBRA. On the

160) A-1, p. 110
(61) A-l, p. 110
(62) A-1, p. 110
(63) A-l, pe 110
(64) A-1, p. 110
(656) Aa=-1, p. 110
(66) A-1, p. 110
(67) A-l, p. 110
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left, progress was slow and costly but on the right our forces
couid move almost at will. VIII Corps was well over the SELUNE
beyond DUCEY and was meeting little or no opposition. (68)

The enenmy's Normaendy defenses had been broken, the road
to Parls was opsned.

Now was the time to reorganize our forces. There was still
a 8low costly battle to be fought in the north and room for
'rapid advences in the south. |

General George Patton's Thlrd Army Headgquarters was moved
in from the beachhead and took ovér the VIII Corps end four
divisions operating on the right flank of First Army.

General Bradley stepped up to command the newly activated
12th Army Group composed of the 1lst and 3rd Armies.

Genersl Courtney Hodges, former Deputy Commender of Flrst
Army assumed commend of First Army, (69) effective 1 August
1944,

So ended OPERATION COBHA.. In this battle the Flrst Army
had beaten the Germen's Normandy defenses into the ground.
Elements of the First Army hed smeshed the left wing of the
_German Seventh Army, drove forward more than 40 mlles down ths
French coast to capture AVRANCHES. (70)

The following extract from a telephone c¢onversation of
Fleld Marshal Von Kluge, Commander in Chlef, Weat with Hitler's
representatlve General WARLIMONTS on 31 Julj aptly describes
the utter destruction wrought by the Flrst Army.

"Every movement of the enemy--is prepared and protected
by its air force. Losses in men and equipment are extraor-

dinary. The morale of the troops has suffered very heavily

(687 A-1, p. 112
(692) A=3, p. 21
(70) A-2, p. 21
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under constent murderous enemy fire, especlally, since all in-
fantry unlts consigt of only‘haphazérd groups which do not form
a strongly coordlnated force any ionger. In the rear areas of
the front, terrorists, feeling end approaching, grow steadily
bolder." (71)

It was just such operations as COBRA thaet prompted the
late Harold Denny, world renowned war correspondent for the
New York Times to state on 24 June 1845:

"We have developed wonderful fleld armies in this war,
Several have won imperishable glory in the European cempaign.
It 1a senseless tb try to meke comparlsons emong them; they
are ell great. DBut certain it is that no more destructive or-
genlzatlon than the United‘States First Army was ever let loose

upon the surface of this earth..." (72)

ANALYSTS AND CRITICISM

1. STRATEGIC BOMBERS IN DIRECT SUPPORT OF INFANTRY

While at first it may seem wasteful of strateglc bombers
to use them in direct support of front line infantry well with-
in range of supporting artillery, results obtalned from the
ST. LO carpet bombing reveal that in exceptlonal clrcumstances,
this type of bombing 1s well worth the effort. As General
. Bayerlein, Commanding General of the Panzer Lehr Divislon op-
posing VIT Corps sald, "Every living person immediately went
for whatever cover he could find and stayed there." He de-
gscribed his front line as a Mondlandschaft -~ a landscape on

the surface of the moon, all craters and death. At least 70

(71) &=L, p. 116
(72) N. Y. Times, 24 June 1945; A-2, p. 46
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percent of the personnel were out of actlon, either desad,
wounded, crazed or dazed. The thirty to forty tanks he had
in the front line wére all knocked out, some turned over on
thelr becks, some unable to climb out of craters. We heard
from other prisoners that many weaponé were burled and had to
be du5 out of the earth and cleaned before being useble.

We also have further proof of the efficiency of this type
of bombing. The entire VII Corps went throug h the assault of
this strongly defended position with 152 dead,aa total of

1,060 casualties.

2. INTELLIGENCE

The need for. thorough ;ntelligence coverage b?fgfe any :lilg_
militery operation is emphesized again in Operation COBRA. \
Painstaking study of all avallable information during the - sif
planning stages of COBRA revealed not only troop disposifiona
end fortifications but also revealed the iﬁffﬂfiﬁﬂ? of the
enemy. The use of agents dropped by parachute in rear of the

enemy area provided timely, accurate ard continuous iInforma=-

tion of the enemy.

3. INFANTRY-TANK TEAM TRAINING

Although Operation COBRA proved our basic doctrine.of of-
fensive combat to be sound, 1t was found that infantry com=-
manders were sorely inexperienced in the use of the tanks at-
tached ﬁo their units. Much valuable times and many lives
were lost unnecessarlly through the lmproper employment of the

sattached‘tank units.
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4, NEED FOR AGGRESSIVE SPIRIT.

-

In many cases unlts were not imbued with the aggressive
spirit so necessary to offensive combat. The individual soldier
1n many cases was prone to depend more on the supporting artll-
lery to soften and destroy the enemy than his own individual
weapons. In oﬁher'casas the enemy was allowed to disengage as

in that of the VIIX Corps sector. Many military leaders feel

~

that the enemy faclng the VIIL Corps could have been wiped out
entirely had contact been maintained, While 1t is realized
that this can be extremely difficult, 1f the enemy ls allowed
to disengaxe, he can reorganize, re-squlp and must be fought

again later on.

5. CONMUNICATIONS

CEMMUNILATIONS
Probably the most significant advance 1in raééo brought

out in Operation COBRA was the installetion of V.H.F. radlos
in leading tank elements to provide direct communicatlion with
covering flghter-bombers. Thils was further facllitated by the
placing of qualified combat pilots In lead elements of the

armored columns.

6. SIMPLICITY OF ORDERS, PLANS AND OPERATIONS

Throughout this entire operation, simpliclty of orders
and plans was emphasized.‘ The plan for COBRA i1tself was a
masterplece of simpllieity, requiring no complicated maneuvers
or arrangements. Written orders were kept to thé absolute
minimun, with Corps Commanders usually glving their orders
orally with a very brlef conclse written follow-up. The suc=-

cegs of the operation was greatly enhanced by this simplicity.
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LESSONS
l. There 1s a requirement for the use of heavy bombard-
ment eircraft In direct support of Infentry.

2. Intelllgence coverage must be_gggg}gpe, timely, ac-

”qpraﬁg andrcqntinppus duriﬁg 8ll military operations.
3. Infantry troops must have thorough combined tralning
with supporting tanks. |
-4. -Infantry troops must be imbued with the aggressive
spirit. Ogggmpontact with the enemy 1s made, it ???P_E?X?r
EEH;QQPL. e e
J 5. The speed and guccess of militery operations 1s

directly proportionate to the efficlency and asdequacy of com-

munications.

il TR
Sy e

6. Plans, orders and operations wmwst be simple.
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